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What you missed:
The Oxford Film
Festival

Rebels fall to
rival Mississippi
State
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Opening
weekend
Rebels kick off season with Swayze sweep
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SEE PAGE 8 FOR THE STORY

DM STAFF REPORT

Student journalists receive highest honors at conference
University of Mississippi
students collected 27 awards
at the 30th-annual Southeast
Journalism Conference this
weekend, including Grand
Championship Team for onsite competitions and College
Journalist of the Year.
“These awards are important,” said Will Norton Jr.,
dean of the Meek School of
Journalism and New Media.
“They build a reputation for
the Meek School and the Student Media Center.”
More importantly, however,
Norton said the awards reflect
the students’ hard work and
faculty’s solid instruction and

indicate the Meek School is
headed in the right direction.
Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee
hosted the 2016 conference,
attended by 324 students and
faculty from 27 colleges across
the
southeastern
United
States. Ole Miss will host the
2017 conference.
Sudu Upadhyay, awarded
first place and $1,000 for his
entry in the SEJC Best of the
South College Journalist of
the Year contest, was NewsWatch Manager for the 20142015 academic year.
Upadhyay’s entry included a
resume, an essay about jour-

nalism commitment and responsibility, recommendation
letters, and examples of his
work that included his NewsWatch enterprising coverage
of the IHL board’s Dan Jones
contract decision and a documentary about a UM engineering project in Togo, West
Africa.
“It’s a lot of hard work,” Upadhyay said. “A lot of nights
where you don’t sleep. But
when you love something as
much as I love my job, it’s a
good time.”
The Student Media Center
COURTESY: BRITTANY CLARK

SEE CONFERENCE PAGE 3 Students pose with awards from the Southeast Journalism Conference.
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Understand the past, empower the future
This February, students
across the country celebrate
Black History Month. They
read books by black authors,
wrote research papers on civil rights activists, memorized
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I
Have A Dream” speech and
watched videos about the Underground Railroad.
And as they learn about the
struggle of the past, they’ll
begin to recognize it in their
own present — when a cashier
squints suspiciously when
they walk into a store, when
they turn on the news and see
another person who looks like
them lose his life to senseless
violence. These lessons are
anything but history.
I see the way my students
internalize the negative stereotypes they hear about people who look like them. Over
the years I’ve heard kids say,
“I can’t do that,” or “I’m not
supposed to do that,” about an
opportunity or possibility that
they didn’t think was accessible to them. In fact, I heard
it so much that as a teacher,
I eventually banned the word
‘can’t’ from my classroom.
THE DAILY

MISSISSIPPIAN
S. Gale Denley Student
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201 Bishop Hall,
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University, MS
38677-1848
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Now, as a principal, I strive
to create a school culture that
affirms our kids every day.
When it comes to great opportunities and possibilities,
my students can.
Of course, the barriers for
low-income students of color are real and significant. In
light of them, we have no time
to waste.
This school year marked the
first in which the majority of
public school students are minorities. Our generation has a
responsibility to work to ensure that each and every one
of them is moving through
a system that affirms their
identities, shows them they’re
valued, and allows them access to the opportunities they
have been denied for far too
long.
While the “Whites Only”
signs of the 1960s have come
down, the reality of separate
and unequal endures. Alongside glaring gaps in educational, employment and economic opportunity, people of
color in this nation face a variety of subtler, no less damaging assumptions. A successful
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is published Monday
through Friday during
the academic year, on
days when classes are
scheduled.
Contents do not
represent the
official opinions of
The University of
Mississippi or The Daily
Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
ISSN 1077-8667

black lawyer hears whispers
of affirmative action. A young
black boy on a corner is seen
as “lurking,” while his white
peers “hang out.” A black college student is asked to give
“the black perspective” to a
seminar full of white students
who are never asked to speak
on behalf of their entire race.
I joined Teach For America because I know how privileged I was. Growing up, I got
a wonderful education in gifted classes that taught me how
to think critically and set me
up for success.
But I also reject the premise of public education as
privilege. I want every child,
regardless of race, class or arbitrary “gifted” label, to have
a school experience that allows him to build the toolkit
he needs to create a fulfilling
future. That is the power and
promise of education, and our
kids deserve nothing less.
We have a long way to go
as a country before we truly
achieve justice for all. To fix
the systemic oppression that
has created the gross inequality of the present will take the

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

hard, dedicated work of countless leaders and change-makers – many of whom have experienced it first-hand, others
who bear witness to it from
further away.
We must work toward these
long-term changes as well as
the immediate, urgent opportunities to change the way our
students view themselves and
their futures.
As teachers, we can play a
central role in this. Every day,
we can remind our kids that
their thoughts, ideas, identities and opinions are important.
We can share our own stories so that when our kids look
to the front of the room, they
see a little bit of themselves
reflected back.
We can remind them that
they matter, that they always
have and that they always will.

Donique Nobles is a 2006
alum of Ole Miss and Teach
For America-Memphis. She is
the principal at Freedom Prep
Academy.

news
CONFERENCE

continued from page 1
team’s received seven awards
in the SEJC on-site competitions earned it the grand championship. Points are based on
universities’ first, second, and
third-place finishes.
First-place winners included Daily Mississippian Editor-in-Chief Logan Kirkland
for sports photography, Caroline Callaway for newspaper
design and the team of Tori
Olker and Victoria Lanza for
public relations.
Kirkland said the Daily Mississippian owed any success
to the leadership of Director of Student Media Patricia
Thompson and the other journalism faculty. The newspaper staff collected five on-site
awards, as well as nine awards
in the SEJC Best of the South
contests.
“It makes all of the tears, late
nights and hard work worth it
to be recognized,” Kirkland
said.
In addition to Upadhyay’s
first-place finish in College
Journalist of the Year, UM
students won 19 more awards
in the Best of the South contests. The 441 entries in the
contests, student work from

mid-November 2014 through
mid-November 2015,
and
were submitted by 35 universities throughout the region.
Other first-place winners
in Best of the South included Kelly Savage for television
hard news reporting, Jake
Thrasher for news-editorial
artist/illustrator, Dylan Rubino for sports writing and Logan Kirkland for special event
reporting/editing. Rebel Radio staff won three Best of the
South awards.
Browning Stubbs, NewsWatch manager and thirdplace winner in the television
journalist category, said he
challenged his staff to put
their best efforts into their
news coverage this year. The
NewWatch crew took home
four Best of the South awards
and an on-site award.
“This is a huge step for
NewsWatch Ole Miss as our
reporters have set the precedent for what’s expected when
you step foot in the front door
of the S. Gale Denley Student
Media Center,” Stubbs said.
“This is an accomplishment we
will never forget.”

For a full list
of winners visit
thedmonline.com
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Inaugural race attracts hundreds
YMCA, Oxford Park Commission and any of the schools
interested,” King said. “The
idea is we have the software
to keep track of what the kids
do, but as a way to get them
moving and motivated, any of
the kids who are a part of the
program will get a pair of running shoes.”
The weekend festivities began on Friday with the Visit
Oxford Health and Race Expo,
where more than 25 vendors
gathered at the Manning
Center. Activities included a
bounce house, a 50-yard dash,
yoga and jiu-jitsu demonstrations, as well as free smoothies from Smoothie King and
a pop-up trunk show from
Lululemon, an athletic-wear
company.
“I think we had awesome
vendors. Having Lululemon
here was a big deal for us,”
Volunteer Coordinator Macey Edmonson said. “Overall,
I think it went great for our
first race, but hopefully we
can attract more vendors and
get the word out to volunteers
earlier next time.”
This year 468 people participated in the half marathon
and 5k relays.

MORGAN WALKER

mlwalke4@go.olemiss.edu

More than 450 runners participated in the inaugural Run
Oxford’s Mighty Half and 5k
Saturday.
Run Oxford, a community-organized running group in
Lafayette County, created the
event in order to make a comfortable space and environment for all kinds of runners.
The race, sponsored by Rebel Well and Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Mississippi
Foundation, began at the Pavilion at Ole Miss. Runners
crossed the finish line at the
Manning Center.
President of Run Oxford,
Marvin King, said all proceeds
from the race will be put toward funding The Mighty Milers program in Oxford. This
free program’s goal is to encourage kids to live an active
lifestyle and help them develop a love for running.
“Our goal with the money
is to buy each kid in our program a pair of running shoes.
We’re starting with the Boys
and Girls Club, but we would
also like to partner with the

Peter Kazery of Jackson was
the half marathon’s overall
winner. Kazery placed first
out of 237 individuals, finishing with a time of 1:15:12.2.
Kazery, who has been running
for 14 years, said he used this
half marathon as a stepping
stone to achieve his ultimate
goal, which is qualifying for
the marathon trials in the
2020 Olympics.
“I finished pretty strong,
but the course was a little
challenging — you had a taste
of just about everything going on,” Kazery said. “It was
a great race overall, kudos to
the race director and all of
the volunteers out there. They
did an excellent job out there,
especially being a first-year
race.”
Sophomore IMC major Jessica Clarke placed first overall
in the female half marathon
division. Clarke said she was
surprised and excited about
her performance.
“When I came up on Old
Taylor at mile 9, everyone was
like ‘You’re the girl in first,’”
Clarke said. “So at that point,
I kind of knew I wanted to
win.”
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Oxford Film Festival
THIS WEEKEND MARKED OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL’S LARGEST LINE-UP YET, AND THE RANGE
OF FILMS CATERED TO A VARIETY OF AGES AND INTERESTS. THE EVENTS SPANNED THE
ENTIRETY OF THE WEEKEND. HERE IS A RECAP IF YOU MISSED ANY OF THE ACTION:
ZOE MCDONALD
ALEX PRESLEY

thedmfeatures@gmail.com
alexandra.pres@yahoo.com

Oxford was alive and teeming with the events and participants of the 13th-annual Oxford Film Festival last
weekend.
It was the largest festival to
date, with a total of 139 film
showings, 88 premieres and
110 competition films.
An extremely passionate
crowd of cinema aficionados
from far and wide poured into
Oxford to see productions and
soak in local Mississippi culture.
Owners of Oxford homes
hosted after-parties at the end
of each night, giving attendees
a chance to connect and revel
in conversation. The event as
a whole proved to be one of
Oxford’s most lively social and
cultural events of the year.
The festival offered a more
dimensional experience and
made use of some of Oxford’s
newest and most fascinating venues: the Oxford Commons movie theatre, Oxford
Conference Center, Shelter
on Van Buren, Powerhouse
Community Arts Center, and
The Round Table Thursday
through Sunday. Red-shirted
volunteers were plentiful and
always handy for answering
questions and leading people
in the right direction.
The festivities began with
Thursday night’s red carpet
event at the Lyric in partnership with Thacker Mountain
Radio. Cary Hudson played
“Fiddler’s Green,” which was
made into a music video featured in the festival. Memphis funk artist Hope Clayburn captivated and involved
audience members with a
song called “The Snake.” The

cellist/dancer duo from the
short film “Bookin’” received
a standing ovation for their
performance. The 25-minute
long community film “Once
a Month,” directed by Alice
Walker, followed immediately
after.
Friday was the first full day
of showings, and films ran at
venues across town all day until 11:30 p.m. The night ended
with a speakeasy-themed party at the “Big White House” on
South Lamar. Filmmakers, actors, fans and media crowded
in to mingle. Effie Burt provided soulful entertainment
in a room dimly lit with pink
lights while guests lounged on
tufted blue couches.
Saturday was another action-packed day and ended
with the awards ceremony at
the Lyric.
The venue was transformed
with colorful banners, balloons and lights. The night’s
surprise host, a delightfully risqué Divine, playfully
bantered with the audience
while the juries presented the
awards.
Sunday, the last day of the
festival, participants were
provided with blocks to view
all the winning films, attend
panels and catch a few last
showings.
Between the panels, parties
and influx of people, at the
core of it, Oxford Film Fest is
about the films.
This year, the festival presented a range of films, from
narrative features to experimental films, documentaries,
short films and even music
videos. There was no film medium that was excluded. Like

a menu with all your favorite
entrées and only room in the
stomach for one, choosing a
few out of 139 different films
was a delightful problem to
face.
Walking into a film or block
of films, the viewer often subjected himself to a range of
styles and emotions.
For example, the animation
block became unexpectedly
dark in the wake of films like
“Borrowed Time,” about one
man’s battle with death and
guilt, but picked back up with
“They Crawl Amongst Us!” a
hilarious set of “interviews”
about life with stop-motion
New York City animals.
Among the range of films
came those that brought light
to issues not only around the
world but also in the state of
Mississippi.
The experimental film winner “cyberGenisis” conveyed
the growing reliance humans
have on technology with
beautiful images and footage
seen through the lenses of
webcams and iPhone screens.
“The Black Definition” compiled interviews with African-American men at the
University of Mississippi, and
asked them to speak on what
it means to be black not only
to themselves, but to society.
The closing film, “Babysitter,” played Sunday at the
Powerhouse Community Arts
Center. Now, filmmakers, film
lovers and the countless festival volunteers and organizers
can take a deep breath, travel
home and, possibly, begin formulating ideas for next year’s
festival.

Want the experience of a lifetime,
every day?
Applications Available for Student Media
Center Leadership Positions for 2016-2017
• Daily Mississippian Editor in Chief
• The Ole Miss yearbook Editor in Chief
• NewsWatch Manager
• Rebel Radio Manager

Pick up an application at the Student Media Center, 201
Bishop Hall, during business hours, 8-5, M-F. Previous Student
Media experience required. These are paid positions that
require a minimum 2.5 GPA, and full-time student status.

The Voice of Ole Miss
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STAFF FAVORITES
THEY CRAWL AMONG US (ANIMATED SHORT)

The clichés of New York City residents told through the city’s rodents’
mouths. Rats, pigeons, cockroaches, and other annoying creatures delightfully (and honestly) speak on hot topics such as race relations, sex, and eating
habits in the Big Apple.

“WHAT LOLA WANTS” -

A feature length film about a girl who runs away from her movie star parents
to find love, adventure and the truth about her family.

“ZERO” -

A short film about a father and son who must learn to accept the death of
one they love, all while gravity begins to give out and the material world starts
to float into space before their eyes.

STARGRASSIE PARANORMAL (MISSISSIPPI NARRATIVE SHORT)-

An unlikely team in the small-town Southern town of Stargrassie band together to hunt for paranormal activity. Even having an overdone storyline can’t
dull the shine of the dynamic and hilarious timing between character.

OXFORD COMMUNITY FILM, “ONCE A MONTH”

This film focuses on two couples whose monthly dinner tradition meets an
odd twist after a recent death.

“ROOTS”

A film by Blue Magnolia, a company that focuses on small town stories in
Mississippi that bring attention to growth and beauty in the state. “Roots”
features the Strawberry Plains Audubon Center in Holly Springs. Four of their
documentaries were featured in the festival, and they are available online at
bluemagnoliafilms.squarespace.com.

“SPAGHETTIMAN”

A slacker living in LA, through a freak chain of events, gets the superpower of viciously producing and slinging spaghetti. At first he wishes to use his
power for monetary gain, but through a comedic journey, learns he must use
his power for good (and no charge).

Tuesday, Feb. 23

5 pm at Off Square Books

KATY
SIMPSON
SMITH

PHOTOS BY: TIMOTHY STEENWYK, ALICE MCKELVEY AND TAYLOR COOK

Top: The Yalobushwhackers play on stage for the Oxford Film Festival Edition of Thacker Mountain Radio. Left: Keynote speaker Greg Sestero talks about his movie The Room and his new book “The Disaster Artist” Right: Sparky Reardon and Donald
Cole discuss the talent displayed at the Oxford Film Fest.

signs

Listen to
Rebel Radio
TODAY!

(Harper, hd. 26.99)

FREE
MEN

ON THE SQUARE
IN OXFORD
Call 236-2262 for
details or to reserve
signed copies

www.
squarebooks.
com
36256

The

Browning
Stubbs
SHOW
1-2pm

BLOOD DRIVE
Bryant Hall
10am-3pm

36433

SPRING
ELECTIONS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DATES
FEBRUARY 22 Petitions available for Spring General Election

(ASB Leadership: President, VP, Secretary, AG, Treasurer, and Judicial Chair)

FEBRUARY 29 Petition available for Senior Class Officer Elections
(Senior Class Leadership: President, VP, and Secretary)

NewsWatch
Monday - Friday
5 pm
Channel 12
Rebroadcast at 10 pm

MARCH 24 Spring General Election Petitions Due 4PM
MARCH 28 Certification Meeting Spring General Election
MARCH 30 ASB Debate
APRIL 1 Senior Class Officer Petitions Due
APRIL 3 Senior Class Officer Certification Meeting
APRIL 5 Spring General Election Day
APRIL 22 ASB Inauguration
If you have any questions, comments, or
concerns, please feel free to contact
Loden Walker, ASB Attorney General
at lpwalke1@go.olemiss.edu
36255

36432
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7 p.m. - Beatles Open Mic
Night — Shelter
8:30 p.m. - Trivia Night — The
Blind Pig
9:30 p.m. - DJ Night —
Rooster’s

5 p.m. - Katy Simpson Smith
signs “Free Men” — Off Square
Books
6 p.m. - Art Crawl — The
Powerhouse
7 p.m. - Writers, Poets and
Players night — Shelter
7:30 p.m. - Ole Miss Theatre
presents “Anton in Show
Business” — Meek Hall
9:30 p.m. - Open Mic Night Rooster’s

OXFORD
SATURDAY

7 p.m. Moon Pie Curtis — Shelter
7:30 p.m. - Ole Miss Theatre presents “Anton in Show Business” — Meek Hall

Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 14

INTERMEDIATE
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every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.
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9 8 7 5
8 2 6 1
3 7 5 6
4 1 9 8
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Puzzles by KrazyDad

Procrastination is the thief of time.
-- Dr. Young
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7 6 2
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1 8 9
8 3 4
6 1 7
2 9 5
4 2 6
3 5 8

Sudoku #4

1

236-3030

7

MINIMUM DELIVERY $7.99

OPEN LATE

9

LARGE
1-TOPPING

7 p.m. - Scott Albert Johnson —
Shelter
7:30 p.m. - Ole Miss Theatre
presents “Anton in Show
Business” — Meek Hall
9 p.m. - Great Peacock — Proud
Larry’s
9 p.m. - Old Dominion — The
Lyric Oxford

8 1
6 9
7 4
9 5
2 3
4 6
3 7
1 2
5 8

36365

PICK UP OR
ORDER 2
FOR DELIVERY

6 p.m. - Thacker Mountain
Radio featuring Farewell
Angelina, Mighty Souls Brass
Band, and a reading by Jesse
Holland with “The Invisibles” —
Off Square Books
7:30 p.m. - Ole Miss Theatre
presents “Anton in Show
Business” — Meek Hall
8 p.m. - Mighty Souls Brass
Band, after Thacker — Shelter
8 p.m. - Karaoke — Taquería El
Milagro

Sudoku #6
4 9 5 3
1 8 7 2
2 6 3 5
7 2 6 1
5 4 9 8
3 1 8 7
8 5 1 9
9 7 4 6
6 3 2 4

MEDIUM
1-TOPPING

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

7:30 p.m. - Ole Miss Theatre
presents “Anton in Show
Business” - Meek Hall
9 p.m. - Matt Owens, Sam
Tallent and Corbin McDavitt —
Proud Larry’s
9:30 p.m. - Karaoke —
Rooster’s
9:30 p.m. - Movie Night,
“School Daze” — Lamar Lounge

8

MADNESS
1 $499 1 $699

FRIDAY

3 1 2 5
4 7 9 6
6 4 3 8
5 3 6 2
1 5 7 9
2 8 4 1
8 6 5 7
7 9 1 4
9 2 8 3
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Women’s basketball falls 60-51 to rival Bulldogs
JIMMY ANDERSON

jbander2@go.olemiss.edu

dogs.
The Lady Rebels still struggled shooting the ball from the
floor. They shot 26 percent including 21 percent from three.
Madinah Muhammad led
the Lady Rebels with 14 points
but only on 2-of-18 shooting.
She made 10-of-11 from the
free-throw line.
“You’re not going to win a
lot of basketball games continuing to shoot below 30 percent,” Insell said.
“We’re guarding we’re just

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

shooting low and we have got
to get it up so we can beat
people,” sophomore guard
Shandricka Sessom said.
“It’s the story of who we are
right now,” Insell added. “We
play very hard, with a chance
to win every game but we’re
just not making any shots.”
Insell said teams should be
careful for his young bunch of
players.
“I promise you there won’t
be a lot of teams that want to
play us because we’ve been in

3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 108A WARREN
Street, .5 mile from the Square. Newly
renovated. $800/month. Available now
until June 1st. (662)607-2400

CONDO FOR RENT
AUTUMN RIDGE CONDO REDUCED
Summer rental (June & July) plus
Double Decker & Graduation. VRBO#
749369 Call/Text (662)202-5347

WEEKEND RENTAL

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503

PART-TIME

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/ D included. No pets. 1
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000

No. 3 ranked South Carolina
Gamecocks at 8 p.m. CT

HOUSE FOR RENT

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room
and swimming pool. $600 per person
includes cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Walking distance to campus!
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com

every game,” he said.
Ole Miss is home again on
Thursday as they take on the

THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing.
2BR/1BA condo with all appliances,
W/D, pool, fitness room. $925 per month
including cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Close to campus! (662)8164293 www.theparkatoxford.com

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

APARTMENT FOR RENT

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

A’Queen Hayes goes up for a shot against Mississippi State Sunday night.

RAINBOW CLEANERS We are accepting applications for part time - morning
or afternoon shifts. Work schedule is
built around class schedule so you work
same days each week for the semester.
Be prepared to work in an up tempo
customer service oriented environment.
send letter of interest with class schedule to mail@rainbowcleanersms.com or
apply in person
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Mississippi State used an
early spurt in the first quarter
win 60-51 over the Ole Miss
Rebels.
“A real hard fought game.
Hats off to (Mississippi) State
for winning the basketball
game there,” head coach Matt
Insell said, “We had plenty of
opportunities. We cut it to five
in the fourth quarter and had
a lot of momentum going and
just could not finish a couple
plays. Our kids continue to
play very hard.”
After making three of their
first four shots, the Lady Rebels led 7-6 but then began to
go cold from the field while
Mississippi State began to
heat up.
The Bulldogs took advantage of an Ole Miss’ scoring
drought for over six minutes
to take a 19-9 lead after the
first quarter.
As the second half got going, Ole Miss still struggled
to get anything going but continued to stay in the game by
forcing 10 Mississippi state
turnovers.
Ole Miss got the lead twice
down to five points in the
fourth quarter at 45-40 and
at 52-47 at the 3:37, but buckets by Bulldog star Victoria
Vivians extended the lead
back to 10 each time.
“Vivians made some big
shots for them,” Insell said.
“Every time they needed a
bucket she stepped up”
She finished with 22 points
including 14 in the second half
on 6-of-8 shooting. She also
pulled down 10 rebounds.
Guard Morgan Wiliam added 10 points, five rebounds
and seven assists for the Bull-

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Holt Perdzock steals home on a wild pitch Friday against Florida International University.

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
Bsrippe@go.olemiss.edu

Ole Miss opened up the 2016
season with a series sweep of
Florida International. The Rebels
scored 32 runs on opening weekend, including 13 first inning runs
combined in the three games. The
32 runs were the most scored in
an opening series since scoring
32 against Louisiana-Monroe in
2010.

OFFENSIVE MVP: TATE
BLACKMAN

After a frustrating freshman
campaign, Blackman responded
in a big way on opening weekend.
The sophomore second baseman
hit a homerun in his first at bat of
the season, as he connected on a
fastball that sailed over the fence

in left-center field.
“It felt good. After last year, just
coming out and he gave me a good
pitch, and I got it up there in the
wind,” Blackman said of the home
run.
Blackman went 6-10 from the
plate in the three games, including a double, and 6 RBIs on the
weekend.
“Last year, so much was put
on him, and it’s a very humbling
game, and very humbling league
that we play in. I’m so proud of the
way he’s handled it,” head coach
Mike Bianco said of Blackman. “I
don’t know if I’ve ever seen somebody handle it like Tate. Just a big
smile on his face, a lot of energy,
and again, great to see him get off
to a good start.”
Blackman came into the 2015
season as a highly touted freshmen, after suffering a leg injury

in high school. Blackman hit just
.197, but it appears that Blackman
has regained his confidence after
his first weekend performance.
“I’m so proud of Tate,” junior
pitcher Brady Bramlett said. “I
can’t tell you enough how proud I
am of him with the way he played
and swung the bat tonight. It really speaks highly of his character
and his work ethic from last year
to this year. He came out here to
prove a point.”

PITCHER OF THE WEEK:
BRADY BRAMLETT

Bramlett was the only returning weekend starter to the Rebel
rotation this year, and that experience showed in his performance
Friday. Bramlett went five innings
of shutout baseball, allowing just
one hit and one walk in 17 batters faced. Bramlett also recorded

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
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six strikeouts on the afternoon.
Bramlett probably could have
gone deeper in the game, but his
pitch count got up, and he did not
pitch all fall.
“I couldn’t have asked for a better night tonight,” Bramlett said.
“I felt great off the mound, and
just to have that offense behind
me, it makes it a lot easier.”
After a successful 2015 stint following an arm injury during the
2013 season, Bramlett was able
to start off the 2016 campaign as
the Rebels ace with a solid performance, and a spike in velocity on
his fastball.
“He was able to really locate
the ball on both sides of the plate
with his fastball,” Bianco said. “I
thought his velocity was good early. He threw a bunch of balls in the
90s.”

but both struggled finding the
strike zone at times, and were
searching for command of their
fastball. A lot of that is due to the
nerves that come with pitching at
the D1 level for the first time. It’s
a very small sample size and there
was nothing overly-concerning to
note between the two.
Ole Miss ran a number of new
arms out of the bullpen this weekend, and for the most part, the pen
pitched well. Newcomers Andy
Pagnozzi, Brady Feigl, David Parkinson and Dallas Woolfolk were
particularly impressive in the series.
After a midweek battle with Arkansas State on Tuesday, Ole Miss
will get its first real test when second-ranked Louisville comes to
Oxford next weekend.

ANALYSIS:

Errol Robinson was scratched
from Sunday’s lineup due to a finger infection. Bianco did not seem
to think the injury was serious,
and Robinson likely won’t miss
an extended amount of time. The
injury broke a streak of 94 consecutive games started for Robinson.
Wyatt Short picked up his first
save of the year with a six out appearance in Saturday’s win
Mike Bianco said freshman
James McArthur will get the
start Tuesday against Arkansas
State. First pitch is set for 4 p.m.

Opening weekend went like
most expected. The offense was
the bright spot of the weekend
hitting .295 and tallying 11 extra
base hits. The Rebels were able to
jump out to quick leads in all three
games as they scored first inning
runs each contest this weekend.
All nine starters got hits in game
three and Ole Miss compiled 28
total hits on the weekend.
The pitching, though again
like most expected, still has a few
question marks. Bramlett looked
sharp on Friday. Chad Smith
and Sean Johnson had their moments on Saturday and Sunday,

NOTES:
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